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WESLEYAN BOOK TRUCK 
Specially designed to unload books easily 
where stack narrow. This truck is 
29%,” x 183 ” high. Cat. No. 7614. 


aisles are 
” Qn1 
Ss X Jl’ 





DEPRESSIBLE TOP BOOK TRUCK 
A great convenience at the charging desk and 
for night depositories. Usually made to fit the 
customer's exact requirements. 














WOOD BOOK TRUCK 
Sturdily built for heavy duty and long wear. 
Ball-bearing hard rubber wheels, 5” dia. 3914” 


x 144%” x 42°4” high. Cat. No. 7611 RB. 

















STEEL BOOK TRUCK 


This truck, attractive in modern Gray-Rite 
finish, is nicely balanced and built for years of 
service. 23” x 1514” x 35” high. Cat. No. 7605. 


BOOK TRUCKS FOR EVERY PURPOSE 


Whatever your library needs — whether 
it’s book trucks... . or per- 


haps card catalog cases — you will do bet- 


or shelving . . 


ter with Library Bureau equipment. 

You see, we've been building quality 
equipment to stand hard service for 
America’s finest libraries now for 75 years. 
We know from long experience what 
libraries need. Every piece of equipment 


we offer is built to help vour budget — 
since you can virtually forget about re- 
placement costs. 

For your copy of both the LB Furniture 

Catalog (1.B403) and LB Supplies Cata- 
log (L.B419), call Remington Rand, 1624 
Locust St., Api or 900 Market 
St., Harrisburg; or 439 Wyoming Ave., 


inside 4 327 “Fifth Ave., Pittsburgh. 





Library Bureau— Originator of Specialized Library Equipment 
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The 1952 PLA Conference will be held in Lancaster at the Hotel 
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SPRING CALENDAR 


College and Reference Section, Western Region—Car- 
negie Institute of Technology—Frances Repp, Chair- 
man 


Eastern Pennsylvania School Library Conference—State 
Teachers College, Kutztown—Ra.pu A. Fritz, Chair- 
man 


College and Reference Section, Central Region—Buck- 
nell University, Lewisburg—Haro_p HaybeEN, Chairman 


West Branch District—Northumberland—Jess1e WIL- 
son, Chairman 

County Library Section—State Library, Harrisburg — 
M. Evinor Harsn, Chairman 


Conemaugh-Juniata District — Hollidaysburg Public 
Library—INEz CRANDLE, Chairman 


South Central Library Association—Elizabethtown Col- 
lege—Mrs. Dorotuy Lantz, Chairman 


Southwest Library District — Carnegie Free Library, 
McKeesport—MaseE  E. ZeEARLEY, Chairman 


Four County Library Club — Carnegie Free Library, 
Midland—GeorGia MECHLING, Chairman 


Lehigh Valley Library District—Muhlenberg College, 
Allentown—Mary A. Funk, President 


College and Reference Section, Eastern Region — 
Swarthmore College—Howarp H. WILuiAMs, Chairman 





Northeastern District — Towanda Public Library — 
JoserH HALL, President 


College and Reference Section, Northeastern District— 
Towanda Public Library—Mary Barrett, Chairman 


Philadelphia District—ELEANOR V. Downs, Chairman 


—, 


Brunswick, October 23-25. 
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PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


DISTRICTS 





District meetings of Pennsylvania librarians have long been a tradi- 
tion in the state. At the present time, all districts except two (Cone- 
maugh-Juniata and Northwestern) have PLA chapter status. 


CONEMAUGH-JUNIATA 


The Conemaugh-Juniata Dis- 
trict meeting, under the chairman- 
ship of Inez Crandle, librarian of 
the Joseph and Elizabeth Shaw 


Public Library of Clearfield, will 
meet in Hollidaysburg on April 
24. Sarah Woodcock, librarian of 
the Hollidaysburg Free Public 
Library, is secretary of the Dis- 
trict. 


FOUR COUNTY 

The object of the Four County 
Library Club is to advance the 
interests of the libraries in Beaver, 
Butler, Lawrence, and Mercer 
counties. 

Elsie Rayle, Carnegie Free Li- 
brary of Beaver Falls, was hostess 
for the very successful meeting 
Thursday, November 1, 1951. 
Each library of the district was 
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asked to send its entire staff. The 
trustees of all the larger and some 
smaller libraries cooperated by 
closing their doors for the day so 
that all could attend. 


The spring meeting will be held 
on Thursday, May 1, at the Car- 
negie Free Library of Midland 
with Carolyn Karcher as hostess. 
The committee will try to have a 
program which will warrant send- 
ing all staff members, for all libra- 
ries will be asked to close for the 
day. 


The officers of the club are: 
President, Georgia Mechling, 
Senior High School Library of 
Butler; secretary-treasurer, Rose 
E. Barber, Free Public Library, 
New Castle; and the 1952 repre- 
sentatives to PLA executive meet- 
ing, Alice M. Sterling, Free Public 
Library, New Castle. 


LEHIGH VALLEY 


The Lehigh Valley Library Dis- 
trict is comprised of six counties 
(Berks, Carbon, Lehigh, Monroe, 
Northampton, and Schuylkill). 

Officers for 1951-52 are: Presi- 
dent, Mary A. Funk, Muhlenberg 
College, Allentown; secretary, 
Mrs. Ann Sarachek Fink, Free Li- 
brary, Allentown; and treasurer, 
Ruth A. Martin, State Teachers 
College Library, East Strouds- 
burg. 

The annual meeting will be 
held at the Muhlenberg College 
Library, Allentown, on Friday, 
May 9, 1952. Program plans are 
still very tenative, but it is hoped 
to have something to interest every 


one, especially, the school and 
special librarians. 

The only special project for this 
year is a survey to be made of all 
the libraries of the district to as- 
certain what kinds of resources 
they contain, and what they are 
willing to do to make these re- 
sources available to other libraries 
in the district. John S. Davidson, 
librarian of Muhlenberg College, 
is chairman of this Library Re- 
sources Survey Committee. This 
committee plans to report at the 
annual meeting, at which time ac- 
tion should be taken about prepa- 
ration and distribution of copies 
of the results of this survey. This 
is to include all known libraries 
in the district, no matter how 
small. 


NORTHEASTERN 


The annual fall meeting of the 
Northeastern District Library As- 
sociation was held on Friday, Sep- 
tember 28, 1951 at the Osterhout 
Free Library, Wilkes-Barre. 

Mrs. Janet Zimmerman McKin- 
lay, Division of State Library, De- 
partment of Education, Trenton, 
New Jersey, gave an enlightening 
account of “Library Service in 
New Jersey.” Charlot Fleck, assis- 
tant extension librarian, State Li- 
brary, Pennsylvania, was the sec- 
ond speaker on the program. 


Ernest E. Doerschuk, chairman, 
PLA Survey Committee and libra- 
rian, Lancaster Free Library and 
William W. Bryan, librarian, 
Scranton Public Library were the 
speakers at the afternoon session. 
Mr. Doerschuk spoke on the 
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“Public Library Service in Penn- 
sylvania as Shown by the Recent 
Survey.” Mr. Bryan gave the high- 
lights of the July ALA Confer- 
ence in Chicago. 


Officers of the district are: 
President, Joseph K. Hall, State 
Teachers College, Indiana; vice- 
president and president elect, 
Mary E. Barrett, Kings College, 
Wilkes-Barre; vice-president elect, 
Joseph Myers, Wilkes College, 
Wilkes-Barre; and secretary-treas- 
urer, Marianne McTighe, Univer- 
sity of Scranton Library, Scranton. 


NORTHWESTERN 


The Northwestern District 
meets under the Lake Erie Library 
Association which includes nearby 
Ohio and New York libraries. 


PHILADELPHIA 


The Philadelphia District Li- 
brary Association held a meeting 
in Media November 14. The offi- 
cers are: Chairman, Eleanor V. 
Downs, Public Library, Spring- 
field; vice-chairman and program 
chairman, Mrs. John Ritter, Lud- 
ington Memorial Library, Bryn 
Mawr; secretary, Mrs. Jesse C. 
Marshall, Library, Prospect Park; 
and treasurer, Eleanor Cooper, 
Public Library, Ardmore. 


Two CARE packages have been 
sent by this organization. Plans 
are being made for two meetings, 
one February 27 at the Philadel- 
phia Free Library, the other May 
zi. 


SOUTH CENTRAL 

The South Central Pennsyl- 
vania Library Club plans to hold 
their annual meeting on Saturday, 
April 26, 1952 in the Elizabeth- 
town College Library, Eliza- 
bethtown. To date, no definite 
program has been arranged.: 


Mrs. Dorothy F. Lantz, Frank- 
lin County Library, Chambers- 
burg, is chairman of the club and 
Emily Carrigan, High School Li- 
brary, Manheim, is secretary. 


SOUTHWESTERN 


The Southwestern District will 
hold its meeting on Wednesday, 
April 30 at the Carnegie Free Li- 
brary of McKeesport. The tenta- 
tive program includes a panel on 
“Problems of the Small Public 
Library,” reports from Charlot 
Fleck of the State Library and 
Melvin Voigt, president of PLA. 
Luncheon will be at the Youghio- 
gheny Country Club. 


Mabel E. Zearley, Free Public 
Library, Uniontown, is chairman 
of the District and Mrs. John C. 
Daub, Mt. Lebanon Public Li- 
brary, is secretary-treasurer. 


WEST BRANCH 


The West Branch Library Dis- 
trict will meet in Northumberland 
April 18. Jessie Wilson, Priestley- 
Forsyth Memorial Library, North- 
umberland is chairman and Mrs. 
Lenore Ostlund, Lycoming Coun- 
ty Library, Williamsport is secre- 
tary. 











SECTIONS 


CHILDREN’S, YOUNG PEOPLE'S 
AND SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


The Section of Children’s, Young Peo- 
ple’s and School Librarians is a group of 
members of the PLA who either are 
working with children and young people 
or are interested in literature for this 
group. The section was established in 
1939-40 and held the first section meeting 
at Pittsburgh, October 1940. 

The Section has presented to Dr. Haas, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Harrisburg, the need for a State Library 
Supervisor of Public School Libraries. 
An acknowledgment thanking the group 
for their interest was received. The Sec- 
tion will continue efforts toward secur- 
ing the appointment of such a supervisor. 

Replies on the handling of the Travel- 
ing Book Exhibit were read at the meet- 
ing at Bedford Springs. After considera- 
tion it was decided to recommend to the 
State Extension Division that the Book 
Production Committee be contacted and 
the Traveling Book Exhibit be made 
available to librarians in Pennsylvania. 

No spring meeting will be held for the 
section this year. However, the vice- 
chairman, who is also program chairman, 
is planning an interesting meeting at 
the October convention in Lancaster. 

The officers elected for this year are: 
Chairman, Thusnelda Schmidt, Colfax 
Elementary School, Pittsburgh;  vice- 
chairman and chairman-elect, Alice Ruf, 
School of Library Science, Drexel Insti- 
tute, Philadelphia; and secretary, Coral 
Melson, State Teachers College, Millers- 
ville. 

COLLEGE AND REFERENCE 

Officers of the section are Ralph A. 
Fritz, State Teachers College, Kutztown, 
chairman; Walter W. Wright, University 
of Pennsylvania Library, Philadelphia, 
vice chairman (chairman-elect); and G. 
Elizabeth Faddis, University of Pitts- 
burgh Library, Pittsburgh, secretary. 

Joseph H. Myers, librarian of Wilkes 
College, Wilkes-Barre, is trying to dis- 
cover unusual practices in college and 
public libraries. A letter asking for re- 
ports of such will go into the mail soon 
after February 1. If you fail to get a 
letter, send your report of practices to 


Mr. Myers anyway. It is hoped that some 
of these practices may be discussed at 
the meeting in Lancaster next October. 

The section is planning four regional 
meetings in the spring. The Western re- 
gion, under the chairmanship of Frances 
Repp, has scheduled a meeting March 
15 at Carnegie Institute of Technology. 
The morning session will consist of a 
demonstration of printing processes in 
book manufacture. The afternoon meet- 
ing will be in the Fine Arts Library 
of the University of Pittsburgh where 
Professor Walter R. Hovey will conduct 
a tour and tell of the care of rare art 
books. 

The Central region will meet April 5 
at Bucknell University. Harold W. Hay- 
den is planning a program which will 
probably deal with cooperation between 
libraries, such as regional library centers. 

Howard H. Williams, chairman, has 
arranged the meeting of the Eastern re- 
gion at Swarthmore College on May 17. 
John A. Lester, Jr., Haverford College 
is program chairman. At the morning 
session Stephen E. Wicher, assistant pro- 
fessor and chairman of the faculty li- 
brary committee, Swarthmore College, 
will speak on “Faculty Representation in 
Shaping Library Policy.’’ Rudolph 
Hirsch, University of Pennsylvania, will 
talk on “Adapting Library Procedures to 
Meet Faculty Needs.” The afternoon ses- 
sion will feature a panel discussion with 
Professor Lester as leader on “Meeting 
the Special Needs of Different Divisions 
of the Faculty.” Sessions are open to all 
who are interested. 

The Northeastern region is planning 
to meet May 17 at the Towanda Public 
Library with the Northeastern District. 


County LIBRARY 

Officers of the County Library Section 
are M. Elinor Harsh, Free Public Li- 
brary, Lancaster, chairman; Mrs. Carola 
Stuckenrath, Mifflin County Library As- 
sociation, Inc., Lewistown, vice-chairman; 
and Anna Farran, Abington Library So- 
ciety, Jenkintown, secretary-treasurer. 

A spring meeting will be held in the 
Extension Division, State Library, Harris- 
burg, on Monday, April 21. The program 
will be announced later. There will be 
the usual meeting planned for July. 
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SECTIONS 7 


Pusiic LIBRARY 


The officers of the Public Library Sec- 
tion are: Sibyl O. Tubbs, Carnegie Free 
Library, McKeesport, chairman; Ernest 
E. Doerschuk Jr., Free Public Library, 
Lancaster, vice chairman; and Dorothy 
Edwards, Free Library, Allentown, sec- 
retary. 


‘TRUSTEES 


A meeting of trustees of Pennsylvania 
Public Libraries was held at 2:00 p.m. 
Saturday afternoon, October 27, at the 
Bedford Springs Hotel, in connection 
with the annual convention of PLA. 
Forty-two trustees were present. 


Mrs. William Shand, a director of the 
Lancaster Free Public Library, was elect- 
ed chairman of the meeting, and Ernest 
E. Doerschuk, Jr., Free Public Library, 
Lancaster, acting secretary. 


Thomas H. McKaig, trustee of the Erie 
County Library, New York and chair- 
man of Governor Dewey’s committee on 
state aid to libraries, was the speaker of 
the afternoon. He described the forma- 
tion of the group of trustees of libraries 
in Erie County and told how their early 
meetings to consider the founding of a 
county library system resulted in the 
formation of an association which served 
as a clearing house on library board 
management. Before long, it came as 
well to be a political influence in secur- 
ing legislation for library advancement 
within Erie County. 


Some of these trustees became mem- 
bers of the Legislative Committee of the 
New York Library Association which in- 
troduced a bill for State Aid to Libraries 
in the State Legislature in 1947. The 
bill was lost in committee that year and 
the next, but the library trustees were 
making friends during this time, and 
their dignified campaign for library leg- 
islation made effective progress, so that 
in 1949 a bill providing for potential 
state aid to libraries of three and one- 
half million dollars annually was passed 
without a single dissenting vote. This 
would not have been possible without 
the active organized effort of the library 
trustees. 


Mr. McKaig cited two functions of a 
library trustee organization: (1) To ex- 
change ideas and (2) to promote library 


legislation. He said that since the greater 
number of library trustees come from 
small libraries, they form a potentially 
important group. Libraries cannot be 
divorced from politics, and library trus- 
tees are often in a position to develop 
good political contacts. He explained 
that in New York state there exists both 
an independent association of library 
trustees known as the Trustee Founda- 
tion and also an organized trustee sec- 
tion within the New York Library As- 
sociation. 

At the close of Mr. McKaig’s address 
several items of business were transacted. 
The trustees of the Pennsylvania libra- 
ries agreed to organize as a section of 
PLA and a committee was appointed to 
draft a constitution and by-laws. 

Mr. McKaig invited Pennsylvania li- 
brary trustees to attend ALA at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria Hotel in New York in 1952 
as guests of the New York Library trus- 
tees, and to have their next meeting at 
that time. 
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No. 3560-M No. 3560 
Both Styles are 


Available! 


No. 3560-M is made of genuine 
maple in blonde and mellow 
maple finish. 

No. 3560 is made of quarter- 
sawed white oak in light and 
dark finish. Cabinet capacity— 
72,000 cards. Please write for 
prices. 
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PLA COMMITTEES 
1951-52 


AUDITING: 

Harriet Root, Public Library, Bethle- 
hem, Chairman 

Richard L. Brown, Public Library, Read- 
ing 

James D. Mack, Lehigh University Li- 
brary, Bethlehem. 


AUDIO-VISUAL: 


Grace W. Estes, Osterhout Free Library, 
Wilkes-Barre, Chairman 

Margaret Kately, Public Library, Upper 
Darby. 

Alice C. Moore, John R. Kauffman, Jr. 
Public Library, Sunbury 

Gilmore Warner, State Teachers College 
Library, Lock Haven 

CONFERENCE: 

Ernest E. Doerschuk, Jr., Free Public Li- 
brary, Lancaster, Chairman 

Herbert B. Anstaett, Franklin and Mar- 
shall College Library, Lancaster 


Laura Buller, McCaskey High School Li- 
brary, Lancaster 


CONFERENCE EXHIBITs: 


Donald Riechmann, Public Library, Ha- 
zleton 


CONFERENCE PROGRAM: 


William W. Bryan, Public Library, 
Scranton, Chairman 

Ralph A. Fritz, State Teachers College 
Library, Kutztown 

M. Elinor Harsh, Lancaster County Li- 
brary, Lancaster 

Thusnelda Schmidt, Colfax Elementary 
School Library, Pittsburgh 

Mrs. William Shand, Lancaster 

Sibyl O. Tubbs, Carnegie Free Library, 
McKeesport 


CONSTITUTION: 

Ralph W. McComb, The Pennsylvania 
State College Library, State College, 
Chairman 

Grace W. Estes, Osterhout Free Library, 
Wilkes-Barre 

Janette Woolsey, Martin Memorial Li- 
brary, York 


FEDERAL RELATIONS: 

Dawes Markwell, Bradford County Pub- 
lic Library, Troy, Chairman 

Anthony A. Martin, Carnegie Library 
of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh 

Alphonza Trezza, University of Pennsyl- 
vania Library, Philadelphia 


FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY: 
Catherine J. Butler, Carnegie Library of 
Homestead, Munhall, Chairman 
Mrs. Mary Beighley, Public Library, Zeli- 
enople 

Mrs. Benjamin Elkins, 
enue, Munhall 

Lillian M. Evans, Juniata College Li- 
brary, Huntingdon 

Rev. Daniel P. Falvey, Villanova Col- 
lege Library, Villanova 

Mrs. Clifford Groff, Public Library, 
Clairton 

Mrs. V. J. Kendall, Public Library, Dor- 
mont ; 

Mrs. Henry P. Larson, 237 Capitol Drive, 
Pittsburgh 

Alice C. Moore, John R. Kauffman, Jr. 
Public Library, Sunbury 

Mrs. Albert N. Reynolds, Clearfield 

Katherine A. Shorey, Martin Memorial 
Library, York 

Sibyl O. Tubbs, Carnegie Free Library, 
McKeesport 


700 Ninth Av- 


LEGISLATION: 

Mrs. May V. K. Valencik, Free Library, 
Allentown, Chairman 

Frances Dorrance, Hoyt Library, King- 
ston 

Alice Eaton, Public Library, Harrisburg 

Grace W. Estes, Osterhout Free Library, 
Wilkes-Barre 

MEMBERSHIP: 

Nicholas Winowich, Homewood Branch 
Library, Pittsburgh, Chairman 

Mary Barrett, King’s College, Wilkes- 
Barre (Northeast) 

Katherine W. Bennett, James V. Brown 
Library, Williamsport (West Branch) 

Helen J. Borneman, Stewart Memorial 
Library, Wilson College, Chambers- 
burg (South Central) 

Richard L. Brown, Public Library, Read- 
ing (Lehigh Valley) 
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COMMITTEES 


Anna F. Farran, Abington Library So- 
ciety, Jenkintown (Philadelphia 
Area) 

Mrs. Sarah C. Fisher, Huntingdon 
County Library, Huntingdon (Cone- 
maugh-Juniata) 

Mrs. Jeanne Lopez, Public Library, War- 
ren (Northwest) 

Alice Ruf, School of Library Science, 
Drexel Institute of Technology, 
Philadelphia (Philadelphia City) 

Robert O. Stanton, Carnegie Institute of 
Technology Library, Pittsburgh 
(Southwest) 


NOMINATING: 


Janette Woolsey, Martin Memorial Li- 
brary, York, Chairman 

Richard L. Brown, Public Library, Read- 
ing 

Helen A. Ganser, State Teachers Col- 
lege Library, Millersville 

Eleanor McCann, Duquesne University 
Library, Pittsburgh 

Mary Sommerville, Clearfield County 
Public Library, Clearfield 


RECRUITING: 


Evelyn Hensel, The Pennsylvania State 
College Library, State College, Chair- 
man 

Rena M. Carlson, State Teachers College 
Library, Clarion (Northwest) 

Virginia Krick, Public Library, Altoona 
(Conemaugh- Juniata) 

Elizabeth C. Nesbitt, Carnegie Library 
School, Carnegie Institute of Tech- 
nology, Pittsburgh (Southwest) 

Mrs. Dorothy B. Nystrom, Manheim 
Township High School, Neffsville 
(South Central) 

Sister Mary Norberta, Marywood College 
Library, Scranton (Northeast) 

Catherine T. Shulenberger, James V. 
Brown Library, Williamsport (West 
Branch) 

\nna L. Stump, Senior High School 
Library, Reading (Lehigh Valley) 

Elizabeth Treffinger, Quakertown High 
School, Quakertown (Philadelphia) 


RESOLUTION: 

Ellsworth Brininger, State Library, Har- 
risburg, Chairman 

M. Elinor Harsh, Lancaster County Li- 
brary, Lancaster 

Mrs. Mary Ellen Lewis, State Teachers 
College Library, Kutztown 
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SCHOLARSHIP: 

Herbert B. Anstaett, Franklin and Mar- 
shall College Library, Lancaster, 
Chairman 

Anna F. Farran, Abington Library So- 
ciety, Jenkintown 

Harriet D. MacPherson, School of Li- 
brary Science, Drexel Institute of 
Technology, Philadelphia 

STANDARDS AND CERTIFICATION: 

Ralph W. McComb, The Pennsylvania 
State College Library, State College, 
Chairman 

Ellsworth Brininger, State Library, Har- 
risburg 

William W. Bryan, Public Library, 
Scranton 

Esther C. Strickland, Dauphin County 
Library, Harrisburg 

SURVEY: 

Ernest E. Doerschuk, Jr., Free Public 
Library, Lancaster, Chairman 

Emerson Greenaway, Free Library of 
Philadelphia, Philadelphia 

Ralph Munn, Carnegie Library of Pitts- 
burgh, Pittsburgh 


Joint COMMITTEE 

REPRESENTATIVES: 

Representative to ALA COMMITTEE 
ON INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM: 
Walter W. Wright, University of 
Pennsylvania Library, Philadelphia 

Representative on JOINT COMMIT- 
TEE ON LIBRARY WORK AS A 
CAREER: Evelyn Hensel, The 
Pennsylvania State College Library, 
State College 


RECRUITING 

The Teen-Age Library Association of 
Eastern Pennsylvania had its third meet- 
ing at Kutztown High School, November 
2, 1951, with over four hundred regis- 
trants present. The membership of this 
organization is made up of high school 
library assistants in the tenth grade or 
above. The objectives of the association 
are: to stimulate enthusiasm in librar- 
ianship as a profession; to encourage 
pupil interest and participation in li- 
brary work; to acquaint clubs with ac- 
tivities of similar groups throughout the 
state; and to combine school pupil li- 
brary assistants into one regional or- 
ganization. 











ALFRED DECKER KEATOR 


The resignation of Alfred Decker Kea- 
tor as director of the Pennsylvania State 
Library on December 31, 1951 brought to 
a close a term of office which was the 
third longest in the history of that posi- 
tion since 1816. 

Dr. Keator was born in New York State 
in 1886. He took his B.A. degree at Am- 
herst and his library training at the state 
library school at Albany. He was award- 
ed an honorary Litt.D. at Lebanon Val- 
ley College in 1944. His library ex- 
perience included positions at the Minne- 
apolis Public Library and at Carleton 
College before he became librarian of 
the University of North Dakota, and 
later librarian of the Reading Public 
Library. In 1940 he was appointed di- 
rector of the Pennsylvania State Library. 

Dr. Keator held numerous offices in 
professional associations. He was presi- 
dent of the Minnesota Library Associa- 
tion in 1917 and of the North Dakota 
Library Association in 1919-21. In Penn- 
sylvania he has served on many PLA 
committees, particularly the Legislative 
Committee, and he was president of the 
Association in 1933-34. Dr. Keator has 


been secretary-treasurer of the National 
Association of State Libraries since 1934 
and treasurer of the Pennsylvania Asso- 
ciation for Adult Education since 1949. 
He has been editor-in-chief of the 
Encyclopedia of Pennsylvania Biography 
since 1943. 

Dr. Keator has announced that he ex- 
pects to maintain his library interests as 
a private citizen. He is also very much 
interested in genealogy and plans to com- 
plete the history of the Keator family 
in America. On the occasion of his re- 
tirement the PLA passed the following 
resolution: 

RESOLVED: That the Pennsylvania 
Library Association attests to the in- 
spiration and support that Dr. Keator 
brought to the efforts of the Association 
to provide better library service for Penn- 
sylvania; that the Association regrets it 
will no longer be able to enjoy his wise 
counsel and the State of Pennsylvania 
his valued services; and that it extends 
to Dr. Keator earnest wishes for a long 
and useful life in his new associations 
and congratulates him for his distin- 
guished career in library service. 





DREXEL SCHOLARSHIPS 


The School of Library Science, Drexel 
Institute of Technology, will grant three 
full tuition scholarships for the academic 
year 1952-53. The School offers a one- 
year curriculum leading to the degree 
of Master of Science in Library Science. 
These scholarships are awarded to grad- 
uates of approved colleges and univer- 
sities who are American citizens. Appli- 
cants must have achieved high academic 
standing and be in need of financial aid. 


Application should be made to the 
Dean of the School of Library Science, 
Drexel Institute of Technology, 32nd 
and Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia 4, 
Pennsylvania, before April 1, 1952. In- 
quiries concerning scholarship aid to 
foreign students may also be addressed 
to the Dean. 
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SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


The Pennsylvania School Librarians’ 
Association held a very successful meet- 
ing in the Extension Division, State Li- 
brary, December 29, 1951 with the presi- 
dent Mrs. Dorothy B. Nystrom presid- 
ing. The following officers were elected: 
Esther Lash, Oley, president; Maude 
Minster, Altoona, first vice president; 
Mrs. Dorothy B. Nystrom, Manheim 
Township, second vice president; Mrs. 
Ruth T. Lantz, Myerstown, secretary; 
and Mabel Moore, Mt. Lebanon High 
School, Pittsburgh, treasurer. 


The Association hopes to complete a 
list of school librarians of Pennsylvania 
in the near future. 
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OUR AMERICAN 
HERITAGE 


The Hoyt Library, Kingston and the 
Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes-Barre 
sponsored a half-hour radio discussion 
of Our American Heritage on October 
23 over a Wilkes-Barre radio station. 
Participants were the presidents of 
Wilkes College and Wyoming Seminary, 
the president of the Wyoming Valley 
Woman’s Club, and a suburban news- 
paper editor. The broadcast was tape- 
recorded; the libraries bought the tape 
and are using it for programs of local 
groups. The Osterhout is also planning 
a series of film forums on the Heritage 
project for February and March. 


Prior to National Library Day, the 
Osterhout Board of Directors endorsed 
the Library Bill of Rights which was re- 
lated to the American Hertitage project 
and publicized on October 4. 


AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS 

The Audio-Visual Committee, ap- 
pointed at the Bedford Springs Confer- 
ence, held its first meeting in Wilkes- 
Barre on January 5. Projects contem- 
plated are: Survey of film resources in 
Pennsylvania, particularly films avail- 
able for loan or rental to public li- 
braries; experiments in public library 
film forums and in borrowing films for 
reloan to local groups; a demonstration 
film forum at the Lancaster Conference. 


LIBRARY VISITS 
The New York State Library has issued 
an invitation to those attending ALA in 
New York City this summer to visit the 
state units. Train accommodations allow- 
ing stop-overs at convenient spots and 
directional road maps are being pre- 
pared to enable interested visitors to 
take advantage of the conducted tours 
and exhibits offered by the various li- 

brairies in the New York system. 





In ciation 


CATHERINE M. CHARLES 


With deep sorrow the Pennsylvania 
Library Association desires to express its 
sense of loss in the passing of Mrs. Cathe- 
rine M. Charles, librarian of the Ellwood 
City Public Library since its founding 
in 1914. 

Mrs. Charles was devoted to her profes- 
sion and her unselfish and enlightened 
service to the citizens of Ellwood City 
through the public library has brought 
that library to the high place it occu- 
pies in the community today. She was 
active in civic affairs having taken part 
in such community endeavors as the 
founding of the Senior Woman's Club 
and having given assistance in compil- 
ing The History of Ellwood City. 

She was a member of the American 
Library Association, the Pennsylvania 
Library Association and the Business and 
Professional Women’s Club. 


The Ellwood City Ledger stated that 
“Shock and grief are felt throughout 
the area at the news of her death, for 
there is hardly a man, woman or child 
in the entire district served by the li- 
brary that does not feel a deep sense of 


personal loss.” A resolution was passed 
by the Pennsylvania Library Association 
establishing a scholarship for study in 
library science to be granted this year 
by the Association to be known as the 
Catherine M. Charles Scholarship in 
recognition of her achievements and her 
long service in the Association. 


J. WILMER FISHER 


Mr. Fisher was a member of the Read- 
ing Public Library Board of Trustees 
for thirty-eight years and President for 
the last twenty years. His broad ex- 
perience, good judgment, and wise coun- 
sel contributed mightily to the present 
high standards of library service in his 
community. His death deprives his 
Board of a courageous and trusted leader 
and Reading of a modest citizen whose 
work in many other lines of community 
service as well as library work will stand 
as a lasting memorial to him. 


RESOLVED: That the Pennsylvania 
Library Association express its deep re- 
gret for the sudden and untimely passing 
of Mr. Fisher on Thursday, December 
13, 1951. 
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STATE NOTES 


ALLENTOWN 


The Board of Directors of the Allen- 
town Free Library unanimously passed 
the Library Bill of Rights as a policy of 
the library at its meeting November 26. 


CHESTER COUNTY 


Mrs. Rhoda Shearer Tuck, Chester 
County librarian, was recently presented 
with a generous check by the Westtown- 
Thornburg PTA that will enable her 
“to make bookends meet” despite the 
incredibly low state and county appro- 
priations at her disposal. The Daily 
Local News of West Chester pointed out 
that “Pennsylvania has the lowest per 
capita county library expenditure — one 
cent — of any State in the union and 
Chester County has the lowest per capita 
library expenditure—three cents—of any 
county in the Commonwealth. The 
American Library Association recom- 
mends a minimum per capita expendi- 
ture of $1.00.” 


In the face of such a picture Mrs. 
Tuck has managed to keep her book 
collection alive and her bookmobile, 
which had been purchased through vol- 
untary contributions, moving through- 
out the county. 


CLEARFIELD 


Miss Mary Snyder, a former member 
of the Joseph and Elizabeth Shaw Pub- 
lic Library Board, has given the library 
a collection of 100 books, nearly all of 
them pertaining to early Pennsylvania 
history, and a map of Pennsylvania pub- 
lished in 1770. 

The books include: History of Penn- 
sylvania by Robert Proud published in 
1797, American Gazetteer compiled by 
Jedidiah Morse and published in 1797, 
and Geography of Pennsylvania by C. B. 
Trego published in 1843. There are a 
number of county histories and books 
of interest to genealogists. 


FALLSINGTON 

On January 19, 1952 the Fallsington 
Public Library celebrated its 150th an- 
niversary with an evening of fun and 
frolic at the library. 
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LEBANON 


Sometime before April 1953 the Leb- 
anon Community Library will occupy 
its new quarters in the 800’s on Chest- 
nut Street, Lebanon. The trustees of 
the Grumbine Fund recently agreed to 
purchase the present Jewish Synagogue 
at that location for $40,000 with the un- 
derstanding that it will be vacated by 
the above date. 

McKEEsPoRT 

Friends of MeKeesport Carnegie Li- 
brary, during the second year of their 
work, presented the library with a four 
hundred dollar check for children’s 
books. Part of those books were put into 
circulation on Library Day and _ the 
others were displayed during Book 
Week. The Friends have also encour- 
aged the giving of memorial books. 
This past year gifts of $275.00 paid for 
a number of beautiful and useful vol- 
umes which enrich the McKeesport col- 
lection. 


MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

The Montgomery County Library is 
now located at 611 Swede Street, Norris- 
town. The new county librarian is Mar- 
garet J. Hohman. The county library had 
formerly been located at Jenkintown, 
under the terms of a contract between 
the County Commissioners and the Ab- 
ington Library Society. Mrs. Cecilia 
Walker was county librarian from Sep- 
tember 1951 to January 1952 when the 
County Commissioners did not nego- 
tiate a new contract. 


MrT. LEBANON 


The Mt. Lebanon Public Library cele- 
brated National Library Day October 4, 
1951 with Open House, to mark the 
seventy-fifth birthday of the American 
Library Association and to formally in- 
troduce to the community its new Boys 
and Girls Department. 


Mrs. John C. Daub, the librarian, re- 
ports that the library was organized 
eighteen years ago by a group of inter- 
ested citizens and was opened in a room 
on the second floor of the Township 
Building with one trained librarian and 
a collection of six thousand donated 
books. The library though still occupying 














se AT 








ph Sih BELG OIEN Ae 0t HA arc Bae 35 











STATE NOTES 13 


space on the second floor of the Town- 
ship Building is now using 2800 square 
feet of floor space including the original 
700 square feet. 


A separate room for children has been 
a dream and a desire for years and of late 
years a real necessity. The book collec- 
tions, both adult and junior, exceeded 
the shelf space despite ruthless weeding. 
In April, a children’s librarian-to-be ac- 
cepted our offer of a position, and in May 
the Township Commissioners provided 
two more rooms adjoining and connected 
with the rooms already occupied by the 
library. Neither the money for the libra- 
rian’s salary nor money for furnishing 
the Boys and Girls library was in the 
1951 budget but we have both and no 
budget. 


At the first mention of a party, the 
treasurer warned that tax funds could 
not be used for such a purpose, and since 
we were retrenching for the remainder 
of 1951, even if tax funds could be used, 
it would be most inappropriate. But we 
do have friends — not in the organized 
Friends of the Library sense but friends. 
One of the firemen made the shelving 
and three beautiful child-height tables. 
Although the Township could not make 
an emergency appropriation it paid for 
the very latest fluorescent light fixtures 
and had the floors painted green; the 
School Board is providing 18 chairs and 
two desks indefinitely; Gaylords of Syra- 
cuse, Bains of Philadelphia, Pittsburgh 
News of Pittsburgh and the librarian’s 
second-hand book-dealer husband are 
supplying us with the necessities of li- 
brary life on faith and a deferred pay- 
ment plan. For the party itself, Board 
members donated cookies, fliers and 
money, friendly patrons made cookies 
and sent flowers, the Lion’s Club sup- 
plied attractive folders containing per- 
tinent information, and the Mt. Lebanon 
News, a weekly paper, gave wonderful 
front page coverage. 


MUHLENBERG COLLEGE 


The library of Muhlenberg College has 
recently been enlarged and modernized 
by the addition of three new stack levels, 
an elevator serving the eight levels of 
stacks, and new lighting for the Reading 
Rooms. 


New CASTLE 

By a vote of 10,487 Yes, to 5,098 No, 
the New Castle voters gave approval 
November 6 for the one quarter mill tax 
increase for the library. The total tax 
for library purposes will now be three 
quarters of a mill instead of half a mill 
which it has been since the early twenties. 
OAKMONT 

Mrs. Sara Moot Boyle, librarian of the 
Oakmont Carnegie Library invited the 
public to attend the library’s Golden 
Anniversary party last November. The 
evening was planned to acquaint the 
friends of the library with its history and 
activities and included short talks by 
visiting guest authors. The Oakmont 
Advance-Leader gave the event wide cov- 
erage and stated that “It is interesting to 
note just how Oakmont stands in the 
survey of libraries in Allegheny County. 
Twenty-eight libraries are listed includ- 
ing Pittsburgh. In size of book collection, 
we are seventh; quality of book collec- 
tion, sixth; circulation of books, fourth; 
per capita income, third. 

“Although Oakmont and Edgewood 
each spent $1.40 per capita, their total 
funds are not sufficient to maintain su- 
perior service. 

“Oakmont has every right to feel 
proud that for 50 years it has maintained 
its own library but it is well to examine 
the future and hope that by its example 
it may stir those less interested into pro- 
moting a large county system which 
would benefit all. With a county system 
established Oakmont could then elect to 
join it or to stay exactly as it is, an inde- 
pendent unit.” 


WILKES-BARRE 

The Osterhout Library Board of Di- 
rectors on November 30 adopted a new 
salary scale effective January 1, 1952. 
Minimums and maximums for various 
groups of workers are as follows: Clerical, 
$1562.40 — $2299.20; technical-clerical, 
$2205 — $2809.80; professional: General 
assistants, $2608.20 — $3036.60; first as- 
sistants and branch librarians, $2809.80— 
$3994.20; ranking department head, 
$4126.56 — $4523.40. Increments are set 
in the scale, but raises are not automatic; 
they are dependent upon income and 
merit. 
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SCHOOL LIBRARY 
CONFERENCE 


The Seventh Annual Eastern Penn- 
sylvania School Library Conference, spon- 
sored jointly by the State Teachers Col- 
leges at Millersville and Kutztown, will 
be held at Kutztown on Friday and Sat- 
urday, March 28-29. 

Program plans are well under way. 
At the Friday afternoon meeting several 
school librarians will tell of their most 
difficult library problem and how they 
meet it. There will be a presentation of 
new books for young people, an after- 
noon tea and evening dinner. 

Saturday morning some time will be 
given to school library clubs. Emerson 
Greenaway, librarian of the Free Library 
of Philadelphia, will speak, and four 
school librarians will tell of their first 
year of library work. Mrs. Helen E. 
Wessells will tell of her journeys in the 
Far East. The luncheon speaker is Eliza- 
beth Yates. 

Further information about the Con- 
ference may be obtained from Ralph A. 
Fritz, Director of Library Education at 
Kutztown State Teachers College. 


PERSONNEL NOTES 

On January 21, 1952, Mrs. Frank J. 
Doughty became librarian in charge of 
Traveling Libraries at the Extension Di- 
vision, State Library. Mrs. Doughty is 
a graduate of Albright College and took 
her library training at Drexel. She was 
formerly librarian of the Myerstown 
Community Library. 





Mrs. Althea C. Herald is the new libra- 
rian of the Narberth Community Li- 
brary, Narberth. 


Claire R. Tedesco became asistant li- 
brarian, V. A. Hospital, Wilkes-Barre in 
November 1951. She had been North 
Branch librarian, Osterhout Free Li- 
brary, Wilkes-Barre where Jean D. Dud- 
ley, of the Osterhout Staff is now serving 
as interim librarian. 


TRUSTEES AWARDS 


Any outstanding library trustee in 
service during any part of the calendar 
year preceding the annual conference of 
ALA is eligible for the Trustees dis- 
tinguished service awards. Equal con- 
sideration is given to trustees of small 
and large libraries. 1952 nominations, 
with a full record of the candidates’ 
achievements, should be mailed to the 
Jury on Citation of Trustees, ALA 
Headquarters, 50 East Huron Street, 
Chicago 11, Illinois, not later than 
March 15, 1952. 








SOCIAL SECURITY 


Senate Bill 219, the “Social Security 
Bill,” is now law. 

It provides that employees of local 
governmental units, or of the “instru- 
mentalities” of such units, may be 
brought under federal social security 
PROVIDED such employees are not now 
covered by some public pension plan. 

Some public libraries have been ac- 
cepted as direct participants in federal 
social security, on the basis that they 
are non-profit educational institutions. 


Others have been denied admittance 
on the ground that they are really part 
of their local government, or an “in- 


strumentality” of it. This latter group 
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should soon be able to join as a result 
of this legislation. 


The new law provides for a_ state 
agency to administer federal social se- 
curity. David Jamieson has been named 
as Director of the Agency. He will be 
attached or housed in the Department 
of Labor and Industry. It will be several 
weeks before any information on pro- 
cedures will be ready. The PLA Bulle- 
tin will give additional information as 
it becomes available. 

Each library must then prevail upon 
its local governmental unit — city, bor- 
ough, township, etc. — to apply for ad- 
mission of the library staff. The library 
or its governmental unit will, of course, 
be required to contribute to the fund. 


Librarians who now lack a_ public 
pension or retirement plan should ask 
their trustees to become familiar with 
Senate Bill 219. Copies can be secured 
by writing to the Senate Document 
Room, Harrisburg. 
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Microfilm Corporation of Pennsylvania has the 
master negative 35mm microfilm of a large number of 
Pennsylvania s oldest newspapers. 
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COMPTON’S PICTURED ENCYCLOPEDIA 


In its 1952 edition Compton’s continues the dynamic growth that has made 
it an indispensable library and classroom tool. In the 469 new and revised 
articles in the ’52 edition, as in all Compton materials, carefully selected teach- 
ing pictures combine with stimulating text to present the full factual story 
that meets the reference needs of all boys and girls. 

Compton’s, with the handy Fact-Index at the back of each volume, is a 
time-saving quick reference source for the busy librarian. 

For information on the ’52 Compton’s write to: 


DONALD G. McKNIGHT, State Manager 


F. E. COMPTON & COMPANY 
214 Washington Ave. Chestertown, Md. 








s . J 
Bookbinding at its best... 
EVERY EMPLOYER KNOWS THAT ONLY EXPERIENCED, HAPPY AND 
SATISFIED EMPLOYEES PRODUCE GOOD WORKMANSHIP. WE ARE, 
INDEED, VERY FORTUNATE TO HAVE SUCH CO-WORKERS. 


FOR THE BEST BINDING THAT MONEY CAN BUY SEND YOUR BOOKS 
AND MAGAZINES TO: 


FEHR AND JOHNSON, INC. 


924 CHERRY STREET PHILADELPHIA 7, PENNA. 
WAIlnut 2-7542 


“A Well Bound Book Is BOUND To Last” 











GENERAL BOOKBINDING COMPANY 


Specialists in Rebinding Library Books, 
Law Books, Textbooks and Magazines 


A Cortified 


Phone PRospect 1-3779 
1766 EAST 133rd STREET e¢ EAST CLEVELAND 12, OHIO 


(Cor. of Holyoke Avenue) 














